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MEXICO UNDER SIEGE

Capital may no
longer be haven
The disappearance of
12 bar patrons prompts
concern that Mexico
City’s isolation from
drug violence is over.
By Richard Fausset
MEXICO CITY — Miguel
Angel Mancera, the former
top prosecutor in Mexico’s
capital, rode his crime-fighting reputation to the mayor’s office, promising voters
a superior level of safety as
the cornerstone of a revitalized metropolis.
But six months into his
term, Mancera is fighting accusations that he has mishandled the highest-profile
case of his mayoral career:
the disappearances last
month of 12 people from a
bar in the heart of Mexico
City.
The case remains unsolved, and the criticism of
Mancera, a potential presidential candidate for the
left-wing Democratic Revolution Party, or PRD, has
been withering.

Mancera suffers from
“political autism,” wrote a
columnist on the website Sin
Embargo. The mayor has
not proved to be “a distinct
or distinguished head of government,” declared a writer
for Proceso newsmagazine.
Perhaps even worse for
Mancera is that the disappearances, along with other
recent acts of violence, have
sparked a national debate
about whether Mexico City
is lapsing into a period of destabilizing drug gang violence after several years as
an oasis of calm compared
with other Mexican cities.
Many think the answer is
no. But then again, nobody
knows for sure.
“I would like to believe, as
an inhabitant of this city,
that it is not, but I cannot
rule it out,” said Juan Francisco Torres Landa, secretary of the civic group Mexico United Against Crime.
The capital’s reputation
as a haven from cartel violence in recent years has
made it a magnet for Mexicans whose cities have been
beset by shootouts, beheadings and streets blockaded
[See Mexico, A6]

Markets tumble after
Bernanke outlines
path to wind down
the central bank’s
stimulus efforts.
Al Seib Los Angeles Times

A SPEED LIMIT sign says 25 mph on Parkway Calabasas near Justin Bieber’s

mansion, but some neighbors complain that he drives his Ferrari much faster.

Calabasas wrestles
with the Bieber effect
A town likes its stars, but also its serenity
By Frank Shyong
Tucked on the Ventura County border a good 23
miles from Hollywood and Vine, Calabasas is far beyond the reach of any celebrity tour bus and unplotted
by most star maps.
The city of 23,000 is built for privacy. About 40% of
the homes are hidden behind guarded gates, and the
priciest homes are protected behind a second set of
gates accessible only by car-mounted transponder.
Drawn by the seclusion and high-performing
schools, actors, athletes and other A-listers have
flocked to Calabasas and surrounding communities
such as Hidden Hills over the years.
It’s a place where children may be late to soccer
practice because a Kardashian sister is filming her
wedding, or diverted at the grocery store by paparazzi
searching for Britney Spears. Some locals still remember being delayed by the Secret Service on the way
home because First Lady Michelle Obama was visiting
Will Smith’s compound.
Residents and celebrities, for the most part, have
coexisted in peace — that is, until Justin Bieber came
to town last year.
The 19-year-old pop singer purportedly drives his
white Ferrari 458 Italia at sometimes twice the posted
speed limit. His loud parties wake his neighbors, and
his frequent antics bring swarms of paparazzi and
news helicopters to the neighborhood.
City leaders find the attention unflattering. Councilwoman Mary Sue Maurer cannot help but wince at
the mere mention of Bieber’s name.
“The pop culture celebrities have not helped this
city’s reputation,” Maurer said. “The coverage is of
young misbehaving celebrities, and it’s a culture that
certainly doesn’t represent our city.”
Bieber’s $6.5-million French-style mansion is in the
Estates of the Oaks of Calabasas, the inner gated sanc[See Calabasas, A13]
tum of another gated com-
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By Jim Puzzanghera,
Alana Semuels
and Andrew Tangel
WASHINGTON — Federal Reserve Chairman Ben
S. Bernanke outlined a path
for eventually ending the
central bank’s unprecedented stimulus efforts after Fed
officials voiced surprising
optimism about the economy.
At the end of their twoday meeting Wednesday,
Fed policymakers said the
latest data indicate that economic activity is expanding
“at a moderate pace” and
that “downside risks” for the
economy and the labor market have “diminished” since
last fall.
Still, the Federal Open
Market Committee, in a 10-2
vote, decided for now to continue buying $85 billion
worth of Treasury notes and
mortgage-backed securities
each month to push down
mortgage and other longterm interest rates and improve broader financial conditions.
In his quarterly postmeeting news conference,
Bernanke said the Fed
would start to taper its securities purchases later this
year and end the stimulus
program in mid-2014 — as
long as the economy continues improving and the unemployment rate continues
to fall at the pace expected
by the nation’s central bank.
The committee also decided to keep its benchmark
interest rates at or near zero
at least until the nation’s unemployment rate falls to
6.5%. Last month, the rate
stood at 7.6%.
For Americans, the Fed’s
plans mark another sign
that the recovery is on solid
[See Stimulus, A12]

Actor James
Gandolfini
dies at 51
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GONZALO MORAGA, principal of instruction at

Woodrow Wilson Classical High School in Long
Beach, has his hands full with, top to bottom, Briahn
Richardson, Diana Pedraza and Kevin Kilpatrick.

Graduations can
be a real handful
By Stephen Ceasar
Present diploma. Smile.
Shake hands. Repeat — 528
times.
Over and over, Occidental College President Jonathan Veitch handed a diploma to a graduate and
shook a hand.
Some walked quickly
across the stage while others
moseyed — creating an accordion effect in the assembly line of hands he’d have to
shake.
By the last names beginning with B, he sighed deeply
and wiped his brow. The sun
now draped the amphitheater and his gown was growing heavy. His smile never
wavered.
Only 508 more hands to
shake.
For presidents, provosts
and principals, the celebration of years of study adds up
to hundreds, sometimes
thousands, of congratula-

tory hand-grasping. Often,
one man or woman must
shake the hands of an entire
graduating class.
It’s not easy.
At graduations, the sheer
number of handshakes completed by one person in a
relatively short amount of
time could result in ligament
damage and soft tissue trauma, said Debbie Amini, an
occupational therapist and
assistant professor at East
Carolina University.
“Especially if you have
some overzealous graduates,” she said. “All it takes is
somebody who is really excited to squeeze and shake
too hard.”
UC Santa Cruz Chancellor George Blumenthal attended seven graduation
ceremonies over three days
last weekend — shaking
about 3,500 hands. He’s averaged that many for the last
seven years, he said.
“Some years my hand has
[See Handshakes, A17]

The patriarch of
HBO’s “The Sopranos”
fell victim to an apparent heart attack, the
cable network has
announced. LATEXTRA

Pitchman wore
out his welcome
With no explanation,
Men’s Wearhouse
ousts founder George
Zimmer as executive
chairman. BUSINESS, B1
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L.A. CITY COUNCILMAN Bill Rosendahl heads to his office after a council

meeting in December. For decades, he has opened his doors to those needing help.

COLUMN ONE

A colorful life of contrasts

A reason
to recover

Bill Rosendahl has
cultivated a bohemian
universe far from the
buttoned-up world of
L.A. City Hall.

Michael Douglas survived throat cancer
and is now getting
some of the best reviews of his career as
Liberace in “Behind
the Candelabra.”

By Kate Linthicum

THE ENVELOPE

Weather
Clouds, then sun.
L.A. Basin: 78/61. AA8
Complete Index ... AA2

7

85944 00150

3

B

ehind his house, out
back where the hens
cluck, a statue of St.
Jude stands amid
the flowers. It was a 50th
birthday gift to Bill Rosendahl from a friend who said
he reminded her of the
Christian apostle known as
the patron saint of lost

causes.
For decades, Rosendahl
has opened his doors to
people who need help. In the
1970s, he let a group of
homeless teenagers stay in
his Venice Beach apartment, including a young
couple who camped in his
walk-in closet. Seventeen
years ago, he took in an
aging street performer,
Swami X, who now receives
hospice care under Rosendahl’s watch.
They’re a part of the
sprawling bohemian universe that Rosendahl has
shaped far away from the
buttoned-up world of Los
Angeles City Hall, where he
has served on the City

Council since 2005. He steps
down June 30 after two
terms representing a
wealthy Westside district
that stretches from Westchester to Pacific Palisades.
One friend affectionately
describes his Mar Vista
home as a commune. Another calls it a three-ring
circus.
Throughout the day,
people stream in: caretakers, constituents, a Reiki
healer. Rabbits rustle in the
yard. Incense smokes. A
phone rings and rings. An
indoor flock of finches sings.
Rosendahl holds court
from a soft recliner in the
living room, the ocean
[See Rosendahl, A15]

